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Abstract
T he worldwide emergence of nanoscale science and engineering was marked by the
announcement of the National Nanotechnology Initiative (NNI) in January 2000. Recent
research on biosystems at the nanoscale has created one of the most dynamic science
and technology domains at the confluence of physical sciences, molecular engineering,
biology, biotechnology and medicine. T his domain includes better understanding of living
and thinking systems, revolutionary biotechnology processes, the synthesis of new
drugs and their targeted delivery, regenerative medicine, neuromorphic engineering and
developing a sustainable environment. Nanobiosystems research is a priority in many
countries and its relevance within nanotechnology is expected to increase in the future.
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Abbreviations
FY, fiscal year; NNI , National Nanotechnology Initiative; NS ET , Nanoscale Science and
Engineering T echnology; NS F , National Science Foundation
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