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Expression of plasma protein genes in various parts of the rat brain was studied by
hybridizing radioactive cDNA to RNA in cytoplasmic extracts. No mRNA could be
detected in brain for the Î² subunit of fibrinogen, major acute phase Î±1-protein, Î±1-acid
glycoprotein and albumin. However, per g tissue, the choroid plexus contained at least
100 times larger amounts of prealbumin mRNA than the liver and about the same
amount of transferrin mRNA as liver. No prealbumin mRNA was found in other areas of
the brain. T he results obtained suggest very active synthesis of prealbumin in choroid
plexus, which would be an important link in the transport of thyroid hormones from the
blood to the brain via the cerebrospinal fluid.
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