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Abstract:

Presidential leadership beyond the burgeoning universities of the mid-19th century is an often overlooked area r

analysis. This paper focuses on two presidents in the Reconstruction South: Robert E. Lee at Washington College

and Lee University) and Benjamin Stoddert Ewell at the College of William and Mary. As Virginia emerged from t

institutions sought students and financial support. Lee used his fame to find both, transforming Washington Coll
institution. Ewell struggled to find either, forcing William and Mary to reorganize under state control in order to
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