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T his stud y tests the hypothesis that verbal routines and expansions increase
generalized child mean length of utterance (MLU). Verbal routines were built
through repeated interaction with the same picture book across several
intervention sessions. T he subjects were four young child ren with
d evelopmental d elay. One of the subjects experienced two round s of the
intervention (i.e., two intervention phases with two d ifferent books) to provid e
the opportunity for more replication and extension of the effects.
Generalization sessions were cond ucted with a d ifferent ad ult, d ifferent
mod ality of material (i.e., objects), and d ifferent interaction style than were
used d uring the intervention. T he pattern of the results provid es strong

evid ence that the intervention increased generalized MLU in child ren in the
first stage of language d evelopment more than in child ren in a later language
stage. T he second ary analyses support the notion that verbal routines and
expansions were responsible for the effects. Future research is need ed to
d etermine why the intervention was not effective for the d evelopmentally
old er cases but was effective for the d evelopmentally younger cases.
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