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WHEN WO O DRO W WILSO N LANDED in the harbor of Brest on the French Atlantic
coast on Friday, December 13, 1918, the city's mayor met him at the dock and
greeted him as an ap ostle of liberty, come to release the p eop les of Europ e
from their suffering. The next morning, Wilson drove along the streets of
Paris through cheering throngs, and the French p ress across the p olitical
sp ectrum hailed him as “the incarnation of the hop e of the future.” The U.S.
p resident met similar recep tions in England and Italy over the next several
weeks.2 H. G. Wells cap tured the essence of p op ular sentiments a few years
later, when he noted the intense yet fleeting nature of Wilson's ap otheosis:
“For a brief interval, Wilson stood alone for mankind. And in that brief
interval there was a very extraordinary...
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