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Abst ract
In re ce nt de cade s the oral biog raphy (a narrative of a life re s e arche d primarily throug h inte rvie ws ) has found
incre as ing popularity among the re ading public and among re s e arche rs in dis cipline s rang ing from
anthropolog y to s ociolog y. This e s s ay o e rs a typolog y of the g e nre and an e xploration of the s ubtle ways in
which oral s ource s s hape life -writing .
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