
Impoliteness and entertainment in

the television quiz show: The Weakest

Link.

O nline

ISSN 1613-4877

Journal of Politeness Research
Language, Behaviour, Culture

Ed. by Grainger, Karen

2 Issues per year

IMPACT FACTOR 2017: 1.000
5-year IMPACT FACTOR: 1.365

CiteScore 2017: 1.65

SCImago Journal Rank (SJR) 2017: 0.585
Source Normalized Impact per Paper (SNIP) 2017: 0.848

SEE ALL FORMATS AND PRICING

 (0 )

#mainContent
#navigation
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
https://numerov.com/dspace/rt/SW1wb2xpdGVuZXNzIGFuZCBlbnRlcnRhaW5tZW50IGluIHRoZSB0ZWxldmlzaW9uIHF1aXogc2hvdzogVGhlIFdlYWtlc3QgTGluaw==


Volume 1, Issue 1

 Issue

Journal/Yearbook

PRINT FLYER GET ETOC ALERT ›

GET  NEW ARTICLE ALERT ›

See all formats and pricing
Online

Institutio nal Subscriptio n
€ [D] 175.00 / US$ 264.00 / GBP 144.00*

Individual Subscriptio n
€ [D] 49 .00 / US$ 74.00 / GBP 40.00*

Print
Institutio nal Subscriptio n
€ [D] 175.00 / US$ 264.00 / GBP 144.00*

Individual Subscriptio n
€ [D] 175.00 / US$ 264.00 / GBP 144.00*

Print + Online
Institutio nal Subscriptio n
€ [D] 208.00 / US$ 317.00 / GBP 171.00*

Individual Subscriptio n
€ [D] 208.00 / US$ 317.00 / GBP 171.00*

*Prices  in US$ apply to orders  placed in the  Americas  only. Prices  in
GBP apply to orders  placed in Great Britain only. Prices  in €
repres ent the  retail prices  valid in Germany (unles s  otherwis e
indicated). Prices  are  s ubject to change without notice . Prices  do
not include pos tage and handling if applicable . RRP: Recommended
Retail Price .

Overview
Content

Most Downloaded Articles

Submission of Manuscripts





Volume Issue Page GO

#
#
#pricing-disclaimer
#pricing-disclaimer
#
#pricing-disclaimer
#pricing-disclaimer
#
#pricing-disclaimer
#pricing-disclaimer
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#fancybox-most-downloaded-articles
#
#


 Previous  Article Next Article 

Impoliteness and Entertainment in the Television Quiz
Show: The Weakest Link

Published Online : 2005-07-27 | DOI: https://doi.org/10.1515/jplr.2005.1.1.35

30,00 € / $4 2.00 / £23.00   GET  ACCESS TO FULL TEXT

Abst rac t  

ISSUES

Issue 2 (Jul 2018) , pp. 167-306
Special Issue: (Im)Pol...

Issue 1 (Feb 2018) , pp. 1-165

Issue 2 (Aug 2017) , pp. 175-377

Issue 1 (Feb 2017) , pp. 1-173

Issue 2 (Jul 2016) , pp. 149-294
Special Issue: Case st...

Issue 1 (Feb 2016) , pp. 1-147

Issue 2 (Jul 2015) , pp. 165-364
Special Issue: Tenth A...

Issue 1 (Feb 2015) , pp. 1-164
Special Issue: Politen...

Issue 2 (Jul 2014) , pp. 157-296

Issue 1 (Feb 2014) , pp. 1-155
Special Issue: The pro...

Issue 2 (Jun 2013) , pp. 133-245

Issue 1 (Jan 2013) , pp. 1-132
Special Issue: Face, i...

VOLUME 14 (2018)

VOLUME 13 (2017)

VOLUME 12 (2016)

VOLUME 11 (2015)

Jonathan Culpeper

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


Building on Culpeper (1996) and Culpeper et al. (2003), I first propose a new definition of
impoliteness and general revisions to my model of impoliteness, both derived from data
analyses. Given that my particular data in this paper, The Weakest Link, is a television
entertainment quiz show, I will briefly account for why impoliteness might be
entertaining. As a backdrop to my micro-analyses of interactions, I discuss the nature of
“exploitative” chat and game shows, and I examine the structure of The Weakest Link and
how it maximizes the potential for face-damage. In my analyses, I show the formulaic and
creative nature of parts of the discourse, and also how analyzing prosody is key to
understanding the impoliteness. I pay special attention to “off-record impoliteness”,
sarcasm and mimicry, and I integrate into my model Spencer-Oatey's (2002) revisions of
Brown and Levinson's (1987) concepts of negative and positive face. Finally, referring to
Levinson's (1992) “activity types”, I consider whether the context of the quiz show
“neutralizes” the “impoliteness”. I argue that the salience of “impolite” signals engulf the
context, with the result that targets often take offense in contexts where they
theoretically should not.
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