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Abstract:

It has been stated that "London created Dickens just as Dickens created London." Indeed, for Dickens, London w

for his fiction, a kaleidoscopic space of fantasy and reality, in which characters and types, ranging from the plaus

grotesque, and representing all walks of life, are situated and depicted through a varied array of interactions and

one recalls the historical and indeed romanticised image of London as the power centre of the Empire as well as

emporium through which the riches and products of the colonies are processed for the consumption and enjoy

privileged and the prosperous, Dickens's multi-faceted representation of this imperial metropolis not only subve

brings to the fore the world of London's Othered and underprivileged segments, but he also deconstructs it soci

Thus, through his fictional deconstruction of London as the imperial metropolis of progress and prosperity on th

a city of decadence, depravations and myriad ills, Dickens presents a social, political and cultural critique of Vict
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