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Publisher Summary
Robustness may be defined as the property of a procedure which renders the answers it
gives insensitive to departures, of a kind which occur in practice, from ideal assumptions.
Since assumptions imply some kind of scientific model, I believe that it is necessary to
look at the process of scientific modelling itself to understand the nature of and the
need for robust procedures. Against such a view it might be urged that some useful
robust procedures have been derived empirically without an explicitly stated model.
However, an empirical procedure implies some unstated model and there is often great
virtue in bringing into the open the kind of assumptions that lead to useful methods.
T he need for robust methods seems to be intimately mixed up with the need for simple
models. T his we now discuss.
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