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Abstract
As recently freed black Americans moved westward in the decades after the Civil War,
they sought employment opportunities and escape from an oppressive racial
environment. Some men became United States soldiers, named the Buffalo Soldiers by
plains Indians, serving in the West. Neglected by the white public and scholars for years,
in 1967 William H. Leckie published his classic book, The Buffalo Soldiers. Since then, a
flood of scholarly and more general works investigating the life, careers, and roles of
these black western soldiers have been produced. T his study serves as an interpretive
review of that literature. Even so, more research and writing is left to be accomplished.
What is important to remember is that these soldiers served with distinction and valor,
offered a source of pride to black Americans, and both faced and fought racial injustice in
the Westâ€”even though the discrimination was not usually as virulent as that on the

other side of the Mississippi River.
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