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This is Part One of a t wo part Scope Not e on Religious Perspect ives on
Bioet hics. Part Two will be published in t he December 1994 issue of t his
Journal. This Scope Not e has been organized in alphabet ical order by t he

name of t he religious t radit ion.
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Introduction
The many religions of t he world bring diverse, and occasionally divergent ,
at t it udes t o bioet hical issues. These beliefs may guide pat ient s and
healt h care professionals as t hey seek or provide healt h care. In an
at t empt t o facilit at e underst anding of and access t o informat ion about
t hese beliefs in our pluralist ic and global societ y, t his Scope Not e
ident ifies lit erat ure by t he world's major religious groups on t opics
relat ing t o bioet hics.
Topics covered by t his Scope Not e include general at t it udes t o healt h
and [End Page 155] healt h care, t he physician-pat ient relat ionship,
t reat ment refusal, abort ion, cont racept ion, st erilizat ion, reproduct ive
t echnologies, genet ics, ment al healt h, human experiment at ion, organ
t ransplant at ion and donat ion, deat h, eut hanasia, suicide, and
prolongat ion of life. Mat erial was not available on all of t hese t opics for
each religion.
The lit erat ure gat hered here represent s only a small port ion of t he
available writ ing on religion and medicine, and is limit ed t o t hat which
comment s explicit ly on bioet hical issues. Some fait hs have a rich
t radit ion of writ ing in bioet hics; for ot hers t he lit erat ure is more limit ed.
Variat ion in coverage is not int ended t o indicat e t he relat ive import ance

of a fait h, but reflect s accessibilit y and space const raint s. Individuals
int erest ed in obt aining addit ional informat ion are encouraged t o
cont act t he Nat ional Reference Cent er for Bioet hics Lit erat ure.
Specific cit at ions about a region or count ry were chosen because of
t he predominance of a religious t radit ion wit hin t he populat ion. In all
cases, variat ion in spelling represent s aut hor usage. This Scope Not e
t reat s only t he lit erat ure published in English, and every at t empt has
been made t o ident ify English language sources for t hese fait hs.
It is import ant t o remember t hat doct rinal and t heological di erences
exist even wit hin t he same denominat ion and t hat views of individual
pat ient s, family members, and healt h care providers should be sought .
Dict ionaries and Encyclopedias
Melton, J. Gordon, ed. Encyclopedia of American Religions. Fourth edition. Detroit: Gale
Research, 1993. 1217 p. Basic information about the history, sacred texts,
membership, educational facilities, publications, and North American addresses are
provided for 1,730 churches, denominations, sects, and cults. Bibliog raphies for
many faiths supplement this extensive resource.
Reich, Warren T., ed. Encyclopedia of Bioethics. New York: Free Press, Macmillan, 1978. 4
volumes. Articles on all the major relig ions as they relate to bioethics are included in
this hig hly-reg arded encyclopedia. In addition, many of the topical essays feature a
section on the views of various faiths on the topic under discussion. For the best use
of the Encyclopedia, see the subject index in volume 4. (Note: a revised, second edition
is due to be published by Macmillan in late 1994.)

General
American Psychiatric Association. Committee on Relig ion and Psychiatry. Guidelines
Reg arding Possible Conflict Between Psychiatrists' Relig ious Commitment and
Psychiatric Practice. American Journal of Psychiatry 147 (4): 542, April 1990. The
American Psychiatric Association recommends that psychiatrists respect their
patients' relig ious beliefs and that they not impose their own [End Page 156] beliefs
on their patients.
Bankowski, Z., and Bryant, J. H. Health Policy, Ethics and Human Values: Proceedings of
the XVIIth CIOMS Round Table Conference, Athens Greece. Geneva: Council for
International Org anizations of Medical Sciences, 1985. 336 p. Many sections of this
volume address issues where relig ion impacts health policymaking . Africa, the
Middle East, Europe, Latin America, and Asia are hig hlig hted for the varied ways in
which their relig ions and cultures are integ rated into the provision of health care.

Batchelor, Edward, ed. Abortion: The Moral Issues. New York: Pilg rim Press, 1982. 246 p.
Batchelor compiles a collection of essays by experts on relig ious ethics as they
relate to abortion. Includes...
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Accept
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