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Purpose
T o develop a classification system for mechanical injuries of the eye.
Methods
T he Ocular T rauma Classification Group, a committee of 13 ophthalmologists from
seven separate institutions, was organized to discuss the standardization of ocular
trauma classification. T o develop the classification system, the group reviewed trauma
classification systems in ophthalmology and general medicine and, in detail, reports on
the characteristics and outcomes of eye trauma, then established a classification system
based on standard terminology and features of eye injuries at initial examination that
have demonstrated prognostic significance.
Results
T his system classifies both open-globe and closed-globe injuries according to four

separate variables: type of injury, based on the mechanism of injury; grade of injury,
defined by visual acuity in the injured eye at initial examination; pupil, defined as the
presence or absence of a relative afferent pupillary defect in the injured eye; and zone of
injury, based on the anteroposterior extent of the injury. T his system is designed to be
used by ophthalmologists and nonophthalmologists who care for patients or conduct
research on ocular injuries. An ocular injury is classified during the initial examination or at
the time of the primary surgical intervention and does not require extraordinary testing.
Conclusions
T his classification system will categorize ocular injuries at the time of initial examination.
It is designed to promote the use of standard terminology and assessment, with
applications to clinical management and research studies regarding eye injuries.
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