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Abstract:

PRECIS The decision taken by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America at its August, 1998, Churchwide Assem

revision of the Concordat of Agreement, whose purpose was to achieve full communion between the E.L.C.A. an

Church, represents a setback for the "Porvoo process." Some measure of historical consciousness, however, wil

concerned about ecumenism to realize that the Porvoo Declaration remains a major her-meneutical breakthrou

contextualize this important ecumenical agreement by showing that we have indeed "come a long way," notwith

American defeat, we will return to the nineteenth century, to Oriel College in Oxford and to the Lectures on Just

Henry Newman. In this series of lectures and the subsequent book Newman tried to delineate a via media positio

for Anglicans between that of the Roman Catholics and the Protestants. He also discussed Luther's position on t

essay will show how Newman's hermeneutics were unfair to Luther's own point of view on justification. His citat

texts, partial and misleading, were standard for the Oxford movement from the time of Hurrell Froude. The pos

that Newman's treatment of Luther was more an intra-Anglican argument with the Evangelicals in his own churc

argument with Luther or the Lutherans. The continuation of the process begun with the Porvoo Declaration ind
Anglicans and Lutherans are now in dialogue and, to some extent at least, in communion again.
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