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Abstract
Attention to dignity is thriving in health. However, much of this recent discourse ignores
the broader scholarship pertaining to dignity. T he purpose of this review is to synthesize
a wide range of multidisciplinary writing in order to put recent discussions of dignity and
health into a broader context. T he review explicates two main meanings of
dignityâ€”human dignity and social dignity, and looks at how these two ideas are used in
the arenas of human rights, law, social justice, bioethics, and clinical care, and suggests
some implications of these meanings and uses for health research and advocacy.
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