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Abstract
A study of memory for places was carried out to examine five hypotheses about the use
of schemata in memory performance: (a) that schemata determine what objects are
encoded into memory; (b) that schemata act as frameworks for episodic information; (c)
that schema-based information is integrated with episodic information; (d) that
schemata facilitate retrieval; and (e) that schemata influence what is communicated at
recall. Subjects were taken into what they thought was a graduate student's office and
later were tested for memory of the room with either drawing recall, written recall, or
verbal recognition. Memory scores for objects were correlated with schema expectancy
and saliency ratings. Schema expectancy was positively correlated with recall and
recognition. Expected objects were inferred in recall, supporting the integration
hypothesis. Comparison of recall and recognition data supported the retrieval
hypothesis. Analysis of the written descriptions supported the communication
hypothesis. Saliency was positively correlated with recall and recognition for present
objects, but was unrelated to retrieval. Saliency was negatively correlated with
recognition for nonpresent objects, suggesting a metacognitive strategy in recognition

recognition for nonpresent objects, suggesting a metacognitive strategy in recognition
of high-salient objects.
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