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Abstract
Urban-rural ties in what then Eastern Nigeria were remarkably strong in 1961â€“1962,
suggesting that urban dwellers lived in a dual system: fully committed to urban life and,
at the same time, belonging to the rural community from which they had come. T he
1987 replication of a survey carried out in 1961 in Enugu, the largest city in southeastern
Nigeria, allows an assessment of changes in urban-rural ties over a generation. T he
findings of this and other studies indicate the need to distinguish patterns of rural-urban
migration and to assess their consequences for the rapidly growing cities of the T hird
World and their hinterland.
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