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"Although we cannot observe them (and they may be forever
inaccessible), other universes are a natural expectation from current
cosmology. Moreover, many features of our universe that otherwise
seem baffling fall into place once we recognize this." Sir Martin Rees,
the British Astronomer Royal, gives a vivid, occasionally acid tour of
current astrophysics and cosmology, with insights into scientific
politics, such as the enormous increase in the cost of the space
telescope because of its association with the Space Shuttle. He also
offers keen observations on personalities such as Subrahmayan
Chandrasekhar and Isaac Newton, Yakov Z eldovich and Albert
Einstein. Joseph Silk calls Before the Beginning "an unusual blend of
wit, asperity and cosmology ... a combination of clarity and
conciseness."
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