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Abstract: Like one of those pla neta ry a lignments tha t occur f rom time to time, this
y ea r occa sions the commemora tion of f our key d a tes in the Irish- A ustra lia n menta l
la nd sca pe: tw o ev ents in A ustra lia n history , a nd one in Irish litera ry culture tha t a lso
ha s a ppa rent signif ica nce in this country . There is a f ourth a nniv ersa ry tha t f or me is
the most importa nt of them a ll, though a s f a r a s I know no one else is a w a re of its
existence, a t lea st not in of f icia l Irish-A ustra lia n a ca d emic a nd cultura l circles. In a ny

ca se, this f ourth ev ent w ould sit somew ha t a w kw a rd ly w ith the Irela nd of the mind
tha t Irish-A ustra lia ns, a nd A ustra lia ns in genera l, seem to pref er.
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