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Abstract
T his study attempts to assess the impact of municipal internationalism for cities and
towns involved in more comprehensive types of global interchange. Focusing on two
Canadian-sponsored linkages â€” involving the cities of Lethbridge (Alberta) and Ica
(Peru), and T oronto (Ontario) and SÃ£o Paulo (Brazil), respectively â€” the study
supports the findings of earlier research which reveals that intensive municipal exchange
can pay real dividends to the participants involved. At the same time, however, closer
examination of exchange dynamics in each case shows that the process can also produce
certain unintended â€” and negative â€” consequences not previously identified in the
literature. T hese, in turn, appear to affect not only the quality of specific projects, but
the continued vitality of the exchange process itself â€” thus limiting the overall benefits
of the phenomenon.
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