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Abstract

This study explored what it is like to be a high school student to

describe the extent to which the schools in the metropolitan ar
of their diverse body of students.

Knowing whether disengagement and alienation are widesprea
determine whether systemic change is needed or a more locali
particular students. We looked at those internal (school) factor
time; non-instructional time in school, extracurricular activitie

help or hinder students’ perceived levels of engagement. Obtai
school students’ opinions about instruction, teachers, friends, a
about students’ levels of belonging and engagement in high sch

rich, informative data from students, qualitative research techn

The purposes of this project were threefold: 1) to review pertin
school students’ perspectives of the school experience, 2) to pr
perspectives of high school students, and 3) to outline implicat
school personnel.
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