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Abstract
The question of how societies should resp ond to their most serious crimes if
not with the death p enalty is ‘p erhap s the oldest of all the issues raised by
the two-century struggle in western civilization to end the death p enalty’
(Bedau, 1990: 481). In this article we draw attention to the rap id and

extraordinary increase in the use of ‘life imp risonment without p arole’ in
the United States. We aim to critically assess the main arguments p ut
forward by sup p orters of whole life imp risonment as a p unishment p rovided
by law to rep lace the death p enalty and argue against life-long detention
as the ultimate sanction.
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