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Article Preview :
In the late afternoon of 17 June 1958, a loud noise reverberated through Vancouver
and brought with it a tragedy that should be well remembered by all who believe
that history should inform our actions into the future. The enormous bridge at
Second Narrows in Vancouver's Burrard Inlet, under construction for over 2 years,
had suddenly collapsed into the waterway, carrying with it dozens of workmen
and resulting in the deaths of fourteen ironworkers, two engineers, an operating
engineer, a painter, and later a diver engaged in the rescue operation. Eric
Jamieson, a retired banker and author, has brought his keen powers of attention
to detail, and an interest in the personal stories of those touched, to form the
definitive account of the collapse of what is now known as the Ironworkers
Memorial Second Narrows Bridge. The story begins with an historical account of
the politics of development in British Columbia leading to the decision to
construct a major crossing at Second Narrows. Some structural engineers looking
for the technical detail may become impatient here, but anyone interested in
lively historical narrative will appreciate this holistic approach to the story of the
collapse. The book continues with details of the bidding, contracts, prices, land

disputes, and the start of construction, in a narrative with a focus on the
personalities involved and the politics common to large projects of the era. British
Columbians will appreciate being reminded of the...
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