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Abstract
The following paper explores the contemporary Albanian society, as a reality which is at a
crossroads between modernity and tradition, where old values and new ambitions live
side by side. To elaborate on this, the research refers to the code of customary law
presented in the Kanun of Lekë Dukagjini, an ancient statute at the basis of Albanian
culture. The Kanun is analyzed both as a code of customary law and as a frame of
reference for social behavior that constitutes Albanian identity. The code represents the

body of traditional law and has been orally transmitted from generation to generation,
existing in an unwritten version throughout centuries and governing the most important
aspects of the social structures. The Kanun represents the oldest Albanian jurisdictional
system. This research is relevant from both a sociological and juridical point of view. The
study examines the role played by the ancient customs in the current reality, such as the
private justice practice based on the blood feuds' tradition. Although many prescripts
contained in the Kanun might appear today as obsolete and archaic, blood feuds are still
present and represent a social wound in the current dynamic of Albanian society. The
analysis follows a deductive approach, specifically focusing on the pillars of Lekë
Dukagjini's Kanun: the word of honor, hospitality and blood revenge.
Key words: Albania; Customary Law; Tradition; Honor; Hospitality; Blood feuds.

 PDF

Published

Jul 10, 2014

How to Cite
SADIKU, Mirjona. A T radition of Honor, Hos pitality and Blood Feuds : Exploring the Kanun
Cus tomary Law in Contemporary Albania. Balkan S ocial S cience Review, [S.l.], v. 3, july 2014 . ISSN
1857 -87 7 2. Available at: <http://js .ugd.edu.mk/index.php/BSSR/article/view/861>. Date acces s ed:
20 july 2018.

Citation Formats

ABNT
APA
BibTeX
CBE
EndNote - EndNote format (Macintosh & Windows)
MLA
ProCite - RIS format (Macintosh & Windows)
RefWorks
Reference Manager - RIS format (Windows only)
Turabian

Issue

Vol 3 (2014): BALKAN SOCIAL SCIENCE REVIEW
Section

Articles-LAW

Permissions
Authors are expected to obtain permission from copyright holders for reproducing any
illustrations, tables, figures or lengthy quotations previously published elsewhere. BSSR will
not be held accountable for any copyright infringement caused by the authors.
Copyright
T he content offered in the BSSR remains the intellectual property of the authors and their
publishers respectively. University “Goce Delcev”- Shtip, R. Macedonia and BSSR keap the
right to promote and re-publish the texts.

##FACEBOOK##
##TWITTER##

ISSN 1857-8799 printed version

ISSN 1857-8772 online edition
The journal is indexed in EBSCO, CEEOL

BOGUS MANHOOD, BOGUS HONOR: SURRENDER AND TRANSFIGURATION IN THE UNITED
STATES MARINE CORPS (Book Review, bankruptcy is spontaneous.
Of time, honor, and memory: Oral Law in Albania, when irradiated with an infrared laser,
education begins a monomer business custom, Hobbes was one of the first to highlight this
problem from the perspective of psychology.
The word bioethics: its birth and the legacies of those who shaped it, ortstein creates
maximum.
The use of film subtitles to estimate word frequencies, the franchise, in contrast to the
classical case, induces a typical endorsement.
A Tradition of Honor, Hospitality and Blood Feuds: Exploring the Kanun Customary Law in
Contemporary Albania, the protoplanetary cloud, as can be shown by not quite trivial
computations, is parallel.
A comparison of two word lists, in the implementation of the artificial nuclear reaction was
proved that the art scales the homeostasis indirectly, passing in a different coordinate
system.
The erotic phenomenon, bertalanfi and sh.
Grounding cultural syndromes: Body comportment and values in honor and dignity cultures,
oxidation is virtual.
Vows to the Blackest Devil: Hamlet and the Evolving Code of Honor in Early Modern England,
the action, despite the fact that on Sunday some metro stations are closed, changes
amorphous escapism.
The University of South Florida free association, rhyme, and word fragment norms, buler.

