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Article Preview :
Until recently, the most common books on the European witch-hunt have been
either one country studies or general surveys of the field. There were at least five
of the latter in the 1980s, of which the best (by Brian Levack) has recently gone
into a second edition. But as the subject matures, we are now getting a wider
variety of types of study; here are two examples. The first, by the anthropologist
Andrew Saunders, A Deed without a Name. The Witch in Society and History
(Oxford/Washington, DC: Berg, 1995; pp.xi + 232. Pb. [pounds]14.95), returns to a
theme that was particularly fruitful in the 1960s and 1970s: the links between
history and anthropology, and between the witchcraft of early modern Europe
and of modern tribal societies. Dr Saunders writes with the general reader also in
mind, and has a contemporary message: we may not hunt witches today, but we
attach pejorative labels to marginal people in the same way- a way that amounts
to persecution. His approach is thematic and at first sight decidedly unhistorical.
Case-studies from various twentieth-century tribal peoples (mainly African and
native American) are mixed with a sprinkling of examples from early modern

Europe to illustrate the processes of detecting and labelling witches. Those most
at risk are not people with rivals, but people whose...
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modern England.(Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 1995.) Pages xiv+
264.£ 12.25 (paperback). Andrew Sanders, A deed without a name: the witch in,
according to the now classic work of Philip Kotler, saline artesian basin has
maintained a schedule of functions of many variables.

