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Publisher Summary
African swine fever (ASF) is a tickborne and contagious disease of swine, caused by a
large icosahedral cytoplasmic DNA virus, which has been tentatively classified as an
Iridouirus. ASF was first described in a comprehensive report by Montgomery in 1921.
In this report he described the outbreaks of the disease in Kenya between 1909 and 1915
where 1352 (98.9%) of 1366 infected pigs died. In addition, he reported that the disease
was caused by a virus, and reported the results of studies on transmission, virus survival
in the environment, and host range, including the possible role of wild pigs in maintaining
the virus in nature. He believed that the disease was caused by a serologic variant of the
hog cholera virus (classical swine fever)a conclusion that was repeated in recent times
when ASF was introduced into a previously uninfected area. Subsequent to
Montgomery's report, ASF was diagnosed in many areas of southern Africa. In 1933, in
an outbreak in South Africa, 8% of 11,000 infected pigs survived.
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