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Abstract
A three-month extensive reading p rogramme using graded readers was set
up involving one exp erimental group and two control group s of ESL in the

UK. The p rogramme, insp ired by Krashern's Inp ut Hyp othesis, was designed
to investigate whether extensive reading for p leasure could effect an
imp rovement in subjects' linguistic skills, with p articular reference to
reading and writing. The results showed a marked imp rovement in the
p erformance of the exp erimental subjects, esp ecially in terms of their
writing skills. A number of recommendations are made regarding the setting
up of extensive reading p rogrammes.
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