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Abstract
Hari Seldon, the fictional creator of "psychohistory" in Isaac Asimov's "Foundation"
series of novels, predicts the imminent demise of the First Galactic Empire after a 12
millennium run and establishes the Foundation on a planet at the galaxy's edge. In
doing so, he initiates a chain of events aimed at reducing the duration of the dark
ages between the first and second empires from a disastrous 30 millennia to a
tolerable one. Seldon's plan is based on psychohistory – "that branch of mathematics
which deals with the reactions of human conglomerates to fixed social and economic
stimuli".
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