Utilitarianism and distributive justice:




Jeremy Bentham and the Civil Law.



Ut ilit arianism and Dist ribut ive Just ice:
Jeremy Bent ham and t he Civil Law
P. J. Kelly
Oxford University Press (1990)

Abstract
Drawing extensively on Bentham's unpublished civil and distributive law writings, classical
and recent Bentham scholarship, and contemporary work in moral and political
philosophy, Kelly here presents the first full-length exposition and sympathetic defense of
Bentham's unique utilitarian theory of justice. Kelly shows how Bentham developed a
moderate welfare-state liberal theory of justice with egalitarian leanings, the aim of which
was to secure the material and political conditions of each citizen's pursuit of the good
life in cooperation with each other. A striking and original addition to the growing
literature on Bentham's legal and political thought, this incisive study also makes a
valuable contribution to contemporary political philosophy.
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