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Abstract:

This article examines the phenomenon of historical pageants, which were important events in many English tow

villages in the twentieth century. It describes the origins and development of historical pageantry, emphasising th

wide spread of these community dramas. We emphasise the importance of the sense of local pride and identity t

in historical pageants, and the success that they had in promoting local community consciousness. Some historia

scholars have seen pageants as backward-looking, conservative events, but we argue that they were seen as oppo
the future as well as to commemorate the past.
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