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Abstract
What motivated men to risk death in the most horrific war in U. S. history
when p ay was low and irregular and military p unishment strategies were

weak? In such a situation creating group loyalty by p romoting social cap ital
is of p aramount imp ortance and in the Civil War was the cement of both
armies. We find that individual and comp any socioeconomic and
demograp hic characteristics, ideology, and morale were imp ortant
p redictors of group loyalty in the Union Army. Comp any characteristics were
more imp ortant than ideology or morale. Soldiers in comp anies that were
more homogeneous in ethnicity, occup ation, and age were less likely to
shirk.
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