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Abstract
There are characteristic differences between a monolingual dictionary for
foreign learners and one for native sp eakers. One of these differences has

been until very recently the absence of any etymological information from
dictionaries of the former typ e. The assump tion that etymology has no
p edagogical relevance is challenged in this article, which gives an idea of the
p rincip al typ es of etymology with some examp les of each typ e, and
assesses the p otential p ractical value of such information.
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