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Abstract
There is strong textual evidence to suggest that M. K. Gandhi's notion of
Hinduism, his sp ecific view of Christianity, and his general belief that all

religions refer to the same truth were shap ed by esotericism, namely the
Theosop hical Society and the Esoteric Christian Union. The article p resents
the resp ective sources, discusses their p lausibility, and p uts these findings
into p ersp ective. This p ersp ective is p rovided by a global history ap p roach,
which holds that the religious concep ts in p lay since the nineteenth century
were already p roducts of global “entangled histories.” Furthermore, it is
argued that the imp act of esotericism on global religious history, from the
nineteenth century to early twentieth, needs to be investigated with more
academic rigor.
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