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Abstract
Fifty plant essential oils were examined for their antibacterial properties against 25
genera of bacteria. Four concentrations of each oil were tested using an agar diffusion
technique. T he ten most inhibitory oils were thyme, cinnamon, bay, clove, almond
(bitter), lovage, pimento, marjoram, angelica and nutmeg. T he most comprehensively
inhibitory extracts were angelica (against 25 genera), bay (24), cinnamon (23), clove (23),
thyme (23), almond (bitter) (22), marjoram (22), pimento (22), geranium (21) and
lovage (20).
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