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Abstract
Poverty reduction strategy papers represent both a primary policy device of international
development institutions, and an instance of a wider international convergence of public
policy around global integration and social inclusion. Charting the emergence of these
approaches, this paper argues that this convergence has a number of structural
predilections which favor the technical and juridical over the political economic, and a
disciplinary framework over a practical contest. Drawing extensively on decentralized
governance and poverty reduction programs in Uganda, this paper shows how these
predilections obscure power relations and restrict practical and political options, while
exacting heavy establishment and compliance costs.
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