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Abstract

This article presents findings ofa field study of comtemporary magicians representing a large spectrum of
magicaldisciplines. Eleveninterviews were conducted in German-speaking countries, focusing on
biographicalembedding, experientialaspects, and world views. From this data, an attemptis made to
describe the magician's personality. Five approaches and motivational structures guiding magical practice
are identified, and five typified aspects ofthe magician are distinguished: the magician as artist, the
magicianas social utopian, the magicianas scientist, the magicianas "fully functioning person," and the

magicianas seekerofwisdom.
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INTRODAMITION
hﬂ.‘gil.' always hos been a fscmatmyg subjpeot of research, but one mestly
sadied agaimst the background of peroeved “fake” or atavetic think-
mg—lstorcally or cokunlly disant m primmve cultures. The hnes of
trcition within theors on magic that are stll influential, soch as theose
bigun by Edward B. Tvlor and James Frazer (evolinomry), Maroel
Mauws and Emie Durkbeim (functomlst), and Lucen Lévy-Bruhl (par-
ticipatory), am besed on this disance.' [t was not untl more recent ap-
proaches that imterpret magic within the fnmework of the history of
iew ax an elmeant of an esotenic held of discourse that the perspective
widensd and became more unprejudiced.” Neverthdles, these develop-
ments did not reuk in 3 widely accepted academic definition. The prob-
kems of determimng the reltionsdhip of magic to relgion, scence, and
other fields of socnl action sill perkt. One ruson may be thit such
defimtions often depend on the individml worldviews and the cultural

. Edward Bumcr Trlor, Prasitoe Cullue; Ressorher mw the Developumen 1 of My-
thology, Philssguhiy, Religan, Lavguage, Ao sud Custoan [Mew York: Harper, 1958);
Jimses Prerer, The Cialden Boisgh: A Snady i Mage sind Beligoi, abridged o, [Londoan:
Muacmdbing 195%); Marcd Maws, A Gl Theory of Mapic, o, Robor Bran
flandon: Roudkedge, 1973); Ende Durkhemn, The Elweniory Foons of Relipows L,
mans. Karen Felds {London: Allen and Unwin, 1976); Lucen Lévw-Bruhl, Les foine-
thowss msen knkes dawis by weiew's imferiewres (Paric Abcan, 1928). Soc Wouxr |. Hancgraaff,
“Magc 1: Inoroducnon,”” in Didisneny o Coocis gud Wesiern Erafenaon , od . Hancgraff
Lodene Bedl, 2006, 7 16—19, fora conox moroducoon o the subjocg, abo Tmabam
Cunninghany, Religion and Mage Appoadies sl Theons (Edinburgh: Edinburgh

2 Kodh von Seuckrad, Wesern Esamarm: A Bref Hubory of Samei Knowlkedse
{Londom Equinae, XM, f=11.

Magee, Miual, oad Wi (Wines 09
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