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Book : Scientist in Russia. 1947 pp.252 pp.

Abstract : T he author of this vivid account of life-not as the title would sugg
science-in the Soviet Union begins his story with a quotation from Dostoievs
whole book is embued with an unusual insight into the psychological make-u
Russian people, with their endless contradictions and inconsistencies, a know
which is indispensable for a correct appraisement of the scientific situation. P
Ashby has had unique opportunities of learning to know the Russian charact
pains to point out the difference between the sincere friendliness towards f
shown by the people and the deliberate suspicion of the state and official bo
a succinct but comprehensive account of the organization of science in the U

leaves the reader impressed by the scale on which science is provided for, t
the planning to which it is subjected and-the width of the gap between the p
achievement. Of a Soviet laboratory one reads with some relief that "there s
no scrupulous insistence on regular attendance; many of the senior workers
time jobs elsewhere; the women have to spend a long time every week in fo
and the leaders of laboratories are rarely at work before eleven in the morn
T he whole system of education of a Soviet citizen who is to become a scient
described in the following chapters, with details of the curricula; again one is
the greater degree of political control than we are familiar with in the countri
liberal ideologies; and even in the research field the official philosophy of dia
materialism is supposed to form the corner-stone of all investigation. How fa
actually the case is a matter of opinion. Professor Ashby states "T he outstan
impression, however, on the foreigner who works among Soviet scientists, i
of Soviet science shows no sign of having been influenced by Marxian philos
has clearly been carried out by western methods and it conforms to western
criticism"; and "T he body of science is healthy in Russia, and even the ulcero
of Lysenko is slowly being purged from Russian biology." Professor Ashby w
July 1946. We can find no indication, however, in the official publications of th
Union, either in the scientific or the popular and semi-popular press, of any d
the support given to the views of Lysenko and his school, or of the hostile a
critics.
Not the least interesting parts of this book are those devoted to descriptions
such as the Jubilee Celebrations of the 220th Anniversary of the Academy of
a railway journey to Murmansk. In these the author adds a Iively and delicate
to his shrewd insight into the Russian character. T hey are described with a b
reminiscent of Chehov and show a true appreciation both of the many virtue
many defects of the Russian people, so difficult to understand for western r
familiar with the background and history of their civilization.
In summing up his opinions regarding Russian scientific achievements Profe
concludes that "a great quantity of scientific work is done in the Soviet Union
great number of workers has been mobilized to do it. T he quality of scientific
Soviet Union as elsewhere, is no better than the quality of the worker.".
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