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Abstract
T he effects of an interactive shared-reading intervention were evaluated with 3-to 4year-old children from low-income families who attended subsidized child care. T he
children entered the program with oral language skills that were significantly below agelevel as measured by standardized tests. Children were pretested and randomly assigned
to 1 of 4 conditions: (a) no treatment control, (b) a school condition in which children
were read to by their teachers in small groups, (c) a home condition in which children
were read to by their parents, and (d) a combined school plus home condition. Parents

and teachers were trained in a specific form of interactive reading via an instructional
videotape. T he intervention was conducted for 6 weeks, after which children were
posttested on standardized measures of oral language, and language samples were
obtained during a shared-reading assessment. Significant effects of the reading
intervention were obtained at posttest and were largest for children in conditions
involving home reading.
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