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1. INTRODUCTION

May one talk of a “theory of dependency'? If
$0, what general implications does it have for
coptemporary development strategy? Do we
find under the ‘dependency’ label theories of
such a diverse nafure that it would be more
appropoate to speak of a ‘school of depen-
dency™? Is it even comrect to describe as theories
the different approaches within that school?
And if so, what general implications might each
one have for contemporary development stra-
tegy?

Some writers within the dependency schoaol
argue that it & mislsading to look at dspen-
dency as a formal theory, and that no gemersl
implications for development can be abstracted
from ifs analyses. Some of those who argue that
ﬂ:u:um:hlthmrrﬂutrmmthnutlnd;

bly to the conclusion that development
is impossible within the world capitalist system,
thus making development strategies irrelevant,
ar least within that system. Others, on the other
hand, who speak in terms of a theory of
dependency, argué that it cen be operations-
lized into a practical development strategy for
dependent couniries.

If the problem of extracting direct lessons
from the dependency analyses is a difficult one,
it is no less difficulr to survey what has been a
diffuse and at times contradictory movement,
inextricably a part of the recent history of
Latin America itzelf, of individual nations, and
of the post-war development of intermational
capitalism, and drawing its inspiration from
such diverse intellectual traditions as the long
and involved Marxist debate concerning the
development of capitalism in backward nations,

and the post-1948 ECLA critique of the con-
ventional theory pl intermational trade and
economic development.

The complex roots of the dependency
l.m.lytu and the wvariety of intellectual tradi-

is further compounded by the fact that in one
way or another the dependency perrpective has
s0 dominated work in the social sciences in
Latin America and slsswhere in recent years
that it would be literally impossible to review
ths overwhelming mass of writing that has
appeared, aimed at either supporting or refuting
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