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Abstract
Research to date has proposed four main variables involved in reading development:
phonological awareness, naming speed, orthographic knowledge, and morphological
awareness. Although each of these variables has been examined in the context of one or
two of the other variables, this study examines all four factors together to assess their
unique contribution to reading. A sample of children in Grades 4, 6, and 8 (ages 10, 12,
and 14 years) completed a battery of tests that included at least one measure of each of
the four variables and two measures of reading accuracy. Phonological awareness,
orthographic knowledge, and morphological awareness each contributed uniquely to real
word and pseudoword reading beyond the other variables, whereas naming speed did not
survive these stringent controls. T he results support the sustained importance of these
three skills in reading by older readers.
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