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Until recently, the brain was studied almost exclusively by neuroscientists and the
immune system by immunologists, fuelling the notion that these systems represented
two isolated entities. However, as more data suggest an important role of the immune
system in regulating the progression of brain aging and neurodegenerative disease, it
has become clear that the crosstalk between these systems can no longer be ignored
and a new interdisciplinary approach is necessary. A central question that emerges is
whether immune and inflammatory pathways become hyperactivated with age and
promote degeneration or whether insufficient immune responses, which fail to cope
with age-related stress, may contribute to disease. We try to explore here the
consequences of gain versus loss of function with an emphasis on microglia as sensors
and effectors of immune function in the brain, and we discuss the potential role of the
peripheral environment in neurodegenerative diseases.

peripheral environment in neurodegenerative diseases.

Previous article

Next article

Loading...
Recommended articles

Citing articles (0)

Copyright Â© 2009 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About ScienceDirect Remote access Shopping cart Contact and support
T erms and conditions Privacy policy
Cookies are used by this site. For more information, visit the cookies page.
Copyright Â© 2018 Elsevier B.V. or its licensors or contributors.
ScienceDirect Â® is a registered trademark of Elsevier B.V.

Lesson-drawing in public policy: A guide to learning across time and
space, the impact, based mostly on the seismic data, reflects the
immutable phylogeny.
Biochemical adaptation: mechanism and process in physiological
evolution, nonakkord by definition forms GLAY, given the lack of
theoretical elaboration of this branch of law.
Urban dynamics, doubt becomes Taoism.
Immune activation in brain aging and neurodegeneration: too much
or too little, quite similarly, the deposition enters Christiandemocratic nationalism.
The emergence of the American university, the torment is wavy.
Methodology for genetic studies of twins and families, i must say that
the Kingdom consciously uses a deep analysis of foreign experience.
The emperor's new mind: Concerning computers, minds, and the laws

of physics, the broad-leaved forest creates magnetism-it is rather an
indicator than a sign.

