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Abst ract
How are we to inte rpre t the fact that s o many di e re nt biog raphical accounts can and have be e n g ive n of
individual live s ? This article e xamine s the his tory of biog raphie s of Je s us , S hake s pe are , and Lincoln in orde r
to ide ntify the conditions and proce s s e s le ading to s uch dive rs ity, and to arg ue that this dive rs ity is not
ne ce s s arily a s ig n of inade quate s cholars hip, but may re fle ct di e re nt ye t s upple me ntary pe rs pe ctive s on
the s ame ce ntral fig ure .
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