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Abstract

The Reverend Joseph McKeen (1757-1807) was the first president of Bowdoin College, Brunswic

Maine, USA, (founded 1794). McKeen is famous for his inaugural address in which he calls studen
to serve the common good. His view of common good is a deeply theological view, coloured by

theological era in which he lived and worked. This study examines the idea of common in the lig
of McKeen’s college sermons, taking note of the following subjects: Scottish Common Sense
Realism; The Nature of True Virtue; The Controversy with Unitarianism; and Science and
Mathematics. McKeen’s view of common good is not simply a political view. He is not merely a

republican, expressing his views on the future of the republic in a classical political way. He is also
indeed primarily, a pastor and theologian.
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