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As the train came into the station he said, with a touching exp ression:
‘Maman is my muse’. I never forgot that confession: at our very first
meeting Vuillard had revealed his secret. I think that in order to grasp
the essential and deep ly human quality of his work one must be aware
of the tender adoration that Vuillard felt for his mother.
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In a 1953 posthumous study of Édouard Vuillard, his biographer Jacques
Salomon recalled this brief statement made to him by the artist some
thirty-three years previously. Salomon considered this statement to be
a privileged admission as to the origins of the artist's practice which,
the writer recalls, was revealed to him during his initial meeting with
Vuillard in June 1920. This declaration and its subsequent recollection,
each important points of departure in the art-historical construction...
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