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Abstract
It is argued that p arent care has become a normative but stressful
exp erience for individuals and families and that its nature, scop e, and
consequences are not yet fully understood. Some of the comp lex factors
that interact to determine filial behavior are exp lored. A hyp othesis is

advanced that may exp lain in p art the p ersistence of the myth that adult
children nowadays do not take care of their elderly p arents as was the case
in the good old days. Some of the ways in which social p olicy resp onds to
knowledge about filial behavior are noted.
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