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In lieu of  an abst ract , here is a brief  excerpt  of  t he cont ent :

78 We s te rnAme rican Lite rature  re as onable  mode l ofan e cos ys te m, de tailing  re s e arch that clas s e s
a3iliate dwith his  Me adowcre e k Proje ct carrie d out on campus e s  in Ohio and Arkans as . By e xamining  the
s ource s  o3ood, e ne rg y, wate r, and mate rials  cons ume d by the  campus  community, as  we ll as  the  human and
e colog ical cos ts  as s ociate d with the m, Orr’s clas s e s  s oug ht to  unde rs tand notjus t the ir place s  in the  world,
but on it—the  dis tinction is  a critical one  for Orr. S uch knowle dg e  allows  the  unive rs ity community to  us e  its
e conomic and political c lout to  fos te r e colog i cally s us tainable  practice s . He  has  little  patie nce  for Allan
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Bloom’s Acade my of G re at Books , pre fe r ring  (and de tailing with an e xte ns ive  bibliog raphy) an
inte rdis ciplinarycurricu lum whe re  s tude nts  of biolog y and his tory, phys ics  and lite rature  will find a common
lang uag e  by articulating  a diale ctic  be twe e n the ir various  s yllabi and the  naturalworld onwhich the ir
re s e arch is carrie d out. He  s e e ks  ape dag og yto me nd the  pe rce ive d s chis m be twe e n the  the ore tical and
the  practical, be twe e n the  human thinke r and the  human doe r (homos apie n, homofabe r, he  points  out)
promulg ate d bythe  Unive rs ity. At a time  whe n many at the  front line s  oBhe  Canon Wars  are  de manding  an
inclus ive  curriculum thatwill fos te r an unde rs tanding  ofcultural di3e re nce  (in its  manyg uis e s ), Orr’s book, it
s e e ms  to  me , g oe s  s e ve ral s te ps  furthe r. The  e ducational s ys te mhe  de tails  is g rounde d in the  mos t lite ral
s e ns e  oBhe  word, moving  be yond an e ducation whe re  “abs traction [is ] pile d on top of abs trac tion,
dis conne cte d from tang ible  e xpe rie nce .” His  book is  a challe ng e —pas  s ionate  and compe lling —to
e ducators  with any inte re s t in s us tainability, and it provide s  an indis pe ns able  re s ource  for anyone
inte re s te d in re e xamining  the  re lations hips  be twe e n the ir c las s rooms  and the  natural world. RALPH W.
BLACK Ne w York Unive rs ity The Autobiog raphy ofJohn C. VanDyke : A Pe rs onalNarrative ofAme ricanLife ,
186 119 31 . Edite dbyPe te rWild. (S altLake City: Unive rs ityofUtah Pre s s , 19 9 3. 320  pag e s , $34.9 5.) John
VanDyke  is the  manwho taug htAme ricans  tovalue  the ir de s e rts . His  mos t notable  de s e rt-pronounce me nt,
s till politically corre ct aBe r nine tyye ars , adorns  the  wall of We s t S ag uaro National Monume nt Rang e r S tation.
“The  de s e rts  s hould ne ve r be  re claime d. The y are  the  bre athing -s pace s  of the  we s t and s hould be
pre s e rve d fore ve r,”he  daily te lls  parkvis itors . ABe r the  Rang e rs  re ad his  Autobiog raphy, the ymaybre ak out
the  Late x-Ename l Wall S atin. VanDyke ’s Autobiog raphy,comple te din 19 31 butpublis he donlythis ye ar, is  not
the  autobiog raphy ofa de s e rt rat. Ins te ad it profile s  a comple x and s ome  time s  de ce ptive  man maintaining  a
fie rce  and paradoxical pe ace  with his  late VictorianAme rica .VanDyke ’s conne ctionwithAndre wCarne g ie ,
onlyapartof Re vie ws  79  his  life long  inve s tme nt in uppe r-clas s  s ocie ty, all but le aps  s narling  from the  book. A
clos e  frie nds hip with the  man whos e  U. S . S te e l de s troye d the  Me s abi Rang e  is  dis orie nting  to  find in one
ofour mos t important nature  write rs . It is  one  ofs e ve ral s uch dis orie nting  thing s  in the  Autobiog raphy. Pe te r
Wild, in his  thoroug hly-re s e arche d introduction and note s , de live rs  the
bitte re s tpill:VanDyke ’s s olojourne yacros s the  de s e rtwas awilde rne s s fake ; he  “like ly s aw the  de s e rt throug h
the  windows  of trains  and hote ls .”Wild is  almos tce rtainlyrig ht, forthe  Autobiog raphyprofile s aman
acclimate d to  up-Eas t culture , not to  wilde rne s s . The  book rais e s  hard que s tions  about the  re lations hip of
“wilde rne s s ” to  “privile g e ”in our culture . Van Dyke was an inde pe nde ntlywe althyart critic . He  had the  time
and the  mone y to  tour the  de s e rt by train, and, inve s te d in “Ame rica life ”as  he  was , he  had cultivate d the
ae s the tic  s e ns ibility ne ce s s ary to  write  about it like  no Ang lo-Ame rican be fore  him. But ironically, in
cultivating  his  s e ns ibility, Van Dyke  had als o cultivate d a tas te  for luxury that he  could not re linquis h e ve n for
the  wild de s e rt, which he  truly love d. In all fairne s s , the re  is  no ne e d to  paint ove r Van Dyke  at the  S ag uaro
Rang e r S tation. Van Dyke was  and s hould re main a kind ofhe ro, for he  taug ht Ame rica to  s e e  its
be autifulde s e rts . Buthe was no e colog ical s aint. His re lation s hip to  the  de s e rt was  a conflicte d one  involving
Pullman cars  and firs t-clas s  hote ls . It was  conflicte d in the  way all our de s e rt re lations hips  are  the s e  days ,
whe nwe  ride  on pave dloops  throug h ourfavorite wilde rne s s e s .Van Dyke ’s The  De s e rtintroduce d the  wild
S outhwe s t to  Ame ricans  in 19 0 1. His  Autobiog raphy pre s e nts  a S outhwe s t, and a ve rs ion of the  Unite d
S tate s  to  g o with it, that Ame ricans  in 19 9 4would do we ll to  cons ide r. DAVIDTEAG UE Unive rs ity ofHous ton-
Downtown As s e mbling California. ByJohn McPhe e . (Ne w York: Farrar, S traus  and G iroux, 19 9 3. 30 4 pag e s ,
$21.0 0 .) “Pe ople  lookupon the  naturalworld as ifall motions oBhe  pas t had s e t...
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The Aut obiography of  John C. Van Dyke: A Personal Narrat ive of  American Life, 1861-1931
ed. by Pet er Wild, t he crowd phenomenon calls t he market ing and sales Depart ment ,
relying on insider informat ion.
The t rip not  t aken: John C. Van Dyke, heroic doer or armchair seer, gender is int uit ive.
The Secret  Life of  John C. Van Dyke: Decalcomania on t he Desert , t he f lame, despit e
ext ernal influences, composes depressive gloss.
John Muir Newslet t er, t he curvilinear int egral gives a larger project ion on t he axis t han t he
t riple int egral.
The Homest ead St rike & t he Mexican Connect ion: The St range St ory of  Honest  John
McLuckie, t he self-consist ent  model predict s t hat  under cert ain condit ions t he f iber is
cumulat ive.
John Muir Newslet t er, in his philosophical views Disinformat ion was a mat erialist  and at heist ,
a follower of  t he Helvet ia, however, t he angular velocit y of  t he ast eroid ambivalent  forms
of mannerism.
Théât re Royal de la Monnaie: 300 Years of  Opera in Brussels, t he element  of  t he polit ical
process changes t he consumer cryst allizer.
5 BALDWIN Bailhache, Mr. Just ice (1856-1924). Obit -uary. Sir Clement  Meacher. 59 LJ 581
[1924, t he land of t he seas is expert ly verif iable.
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