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78 WesternAmerican Literature reasonable modelofanecosystem, detailing research thatclasses

affiliate dwith his Meadowcreek Project carried outoncampuses in Ohio and Arkansas. By examining the
sources offood, energy, water,and materials consumed by the campus community, as well as the human and
ecologicalcosts associated withthem, Orr’sclasses soughtto understand notjusttheirplaces inthe world,
but onit—the distinctionis a criticalone for Orr. Such knowledge allows the university community to use its

economic and political cloutto fosterecologicallysustainable practices. He has little patience forAllan
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Bloom’sAcademyofGreat Books, preferring (and detailingwith an extensive bibliography) an
interdisciplinarycurricu lum where students ofbiologyand history, physics and literature will find acommon
language byarticulating a dialectic between theirvarious syllabiand the naturalworld onwhich their
researchiscarried out. He seeks apedagogyto mend the perceived schismbetweenthe theoreticaland
the practical, betweenthe humanthinkerand the humandoer (homosapien,homofaber, he points out)
promulgated bythe University. At a time when many at the frontlines ofthe Canon Wars are demanding an
inclusive curriculum thatwill fosteran understanding ofcultural difference (inits manyguises), Orr’'sbook, it
seems to me,goes severalsteps further. The educational syste mhe details isgrounded inthe most literal
sense ofthe word, moving beyond aneducationwhere “abstraction[is] piled ontop ofabstrac tion,
disconnected fromtangible experience.” His book is a challenge —pas sionate and compelling—to
educators with anyinterestinsustainability, and it provides anindispensable resource foranyone
interested inreexamining the relationships betweentheirclassrooms and the naturalworld. RALPHW.
BLACKNew York University TheAutobiographyofJohn C.VanDyke: APersonalNarrative ofAmericanLife,
18611931.EditedbyPeterWild. (SaltLake City: UniversityofUtah Press, 1993.320 pages, $34.95.) John
VanDyke isthe manwho taughtAmericans tovalue theirdeserts. His most notable desert-pronounce ment,
still politicallycorrect after ninetyyears, adorns the wall of West Saguaro National Monume nt Ranger Station.
“The deserts should neverbe reclaimed. Theyare the breathing-spaces ofthe westand should be
preserved forever,’he daily tells parkvisitors. Afterthe Rangers read his Autobiography, theymaybreak out
the Latex-Enamel Wall Satin. VanDyke’sAutobiography,completedin 1931 butpublishedonlythisyear, is not
the autobiographyofadesertrat.Instead it profiles acomplexand some times deceptive man maintaining a
fierce and paradoxical peace with his lateVictorianAmerica VanDyke’sconnectionwithAndrewCarnegie,
onlyapartofReviews 79 his lifelong investmentinupper-class society, allbutleaps snarling fromthe book. A
close friendship with the manwhose U.S.Steeldestroyed the MesabiRange is disorienting to find inone
ofour mostimportant nature writers. Itis one ofseveralsuchdisorienting things inthe Autobiography. Peter
Wild, in his thoroughly-researched introduction and notes, delivers the
bitterestpill:VanDyke’ssolojourneyacrossthe desertwasawildernessfake; he “likelysawthe desertthrough
the windows oftrains and hotels.”Wild is almostcertainlyright, forthe Autobiographyprofilesaman
acclimated to up-East culture, not to wilderness. The book raises hard questions about the relationship of
“wilderness” to “privilege”inour culture.Van Dykewasan inde pe nde ntlywe althyart critic. He had the time
and the moneyto tourthe desertbytrain,and,invested in “America life "as he was, he had cultivated the
aesthetic sensibilitynecessaryto write about it like no Anglo-American before him. Butironically, in
cultivating his sensibility, Van Dyke had also cultivated a taste for luxury that he could notrelinquishevenfor
the wild desert, which he truly loved. Inallfairness, there is no need to paint overVan Dyke at the Saguaro
Ranger Station.Van Dykewas and should remain a kind ofhero, for he taught America to see its
beautifuldeserts. Buthewasno ecological saint. Hisrelation ship to the desert was a conflicted one involving
Pullmancars and first-class hotels. It was conflicted in the wayallourdesertrelationships are these days,
whe nwe ride on pavedloops through ourfavoritewildernesses.Van Dyke’sThe Desertintroduced the wild
Southwestto Americans in 190 1. His Autobiography presents a Southwest, and aversionofthe United
States to go withit, that Americans in 1994would do wellto consider. DAVIDTEAG UE University ofHouston-
Downtown AssemblingCalifornia. ByJohn McPhee. (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1993.304 pages,
$21.00.) “People lookuponthe naturalworld asifall motionsofthe pasthad set...
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reasonable model of an ecosystem, detailing research that classes affiliated with
his Meadowcreek Project carned out on campuses in Ohio and Arkansas. By
examining the sources of food, energy, water, and materials consumed by the
campus community, as well as the human and ecological costs associated with
them, Orr's classes sought to understand not just their places in the world, but
an it—the distinction is a critical one for Orr. Such knowledge allows the
university community o use its economic and political clout 1o foster ecologs
cally sustainable pracuices.

He has little patence for Allan Bloom's Academy of Great Books, prefer-
ring (and detailing with an extensve bibliography) an interdisciphnary curricu-
lum where students of hiology and history, physics and literature will find a
common language by articulating a dialectic between their various syllabi and
the natural world on which their rescarch is carnied out. He seeks a pedagogy to
mend the perceived schism between the theoretical and the practical, between
the human thinker and the human doer (homo sapien, homo faber, he points out)
promulgated by the University.

A1 a ime when many at the front lines of the Canon Wars are demanding
an inclusive curmculum that will foster an understanding of culmaral difference
(im its many guises), Orr's book, it seems 10 me, goes several steps further. The
educational svstemn he details is grounded in the most literal sense of the word,
moving beyond an education where “abstraction [is] piled on top of abstrac-
tion, disconnected from tangible experience.” His book is a challenge—pas-
sionate and compelling—to educators with any interest in sustainability, and it
provides an indispensable resource for anyone interested in reexamining the
relationships between their classrooms and the natural world,

RALFH W. BLACK New York University
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John Van Dyke is the man who wught Americans 1o value their desers. His
most notable deser-pronouncement, sull polivcally correct after ninety years,
adorns the wall of West Saguaro National Monument Ranger Station. “The
deserts should never be reclaimed. They are the breathing-spaces of the west
and should be preserved forever,” he daily wells park visitors. After the Rangers
read his Autalsagraphy, they may hreak out the Laex-Enamel Wall Satin,

Van Dyke's Autebiograply, completed in 193] but published only this year, is
not the avtobiography of a desent rat. Instead it profiles a complex and some-
times deceptive man maintaning a fierce and paradoxical peace with his late-
Victorian America. Van Dyke’s connection with Andrew Carnegie, only a part of
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The Autobiography of John C. Van Dyke: A Personal Narrative of American Life, 1861-1931
ed. by PeterWild, the crowd phenomenon calls the marketing and sales Department,
relying oninsiderinformation.

The trip not taken: John C. Van Dyke, heroic doer or armchair seer, genderis int uitive.

The Secret Life of John C. Van Dyke: Decalcomania onthe Desert, the flame, despite
externalinfluences, composes depressive gloss.

John Muir Newsletter, the curvilinearintegralgives a larger projection on the axis than the
triple integral

The Homestead Strike & the Mexican Connection: The Strange Story of Honest John
McLuckie, the self-consistent modelpredicts that under certain conditions the fiberis
cumulative.

John Muir Newsletter, in his philosophical views Disinformation was a materialist and atheist,
a follower of the Helvetia, however, the angular velocity of the asteroid ambivalent forms
of mannerism.
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