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Publisher Summary
T his chapter describes the evolution of thought on, and knowledge of, the secular
decline in mortality; provides new evidence and new analytical techniques that have made
it possible to switch attention from famines to chronic malnutrition as the principal link
between the food supply and mortality. T he chapter also proposes a new theory of the
way that the food supply and population were brought into equilibrium between 1700
and the twentieth century; and suggests some implications of the theory for current
population issues. T he findings discussed in the chapter indicate that the elimination of
chronic malnutrition has played an important role in the secular improvement of health
and life expectancy. T hey also suggest that the elimination of stunting and wasting at
early ages is of major importance in the reduction of morbidity and mortality rates at
middle and late ages. T he relevance of these findings for current policy issues may be

more obvious for T hird World countries than for currently industrialized countries.
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Originally presented at the Nobel Jubilee Symposium on â€œPopulation, Development, and
Welfareâ€, Lund University, December 5â€“7, 1991. This paper draws on materials in Fogel (in
progress) and on several papers (Fogel, 1986b, Fogel, 1991, Fogel, 1992, Fogel, 1993, Fogel,
1994; Fogel et al., in progress). I have benefitted from the insights and criticisms of Christopher J.
Acito, Dora L. Costa, and John M. Kim.
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