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Summary
T he 2011 UN high-level meeting on non-communicable diseases (NCDs) called for
multisectoral action including with the private sector and industry. However, through the
sale and promotion of tobacco, alcohol, and ultra-processed food and drink (unhealthy
commodities), transnational corporations are major drivers of global epidemics of NCDs.
What role then should these industries have in NCD prevention and control? We
emphasise the rise in sales of these unhealthy commodities in low-income and middleincome countries, and consider the common strategies that the transnational
corporations use to undermine NCD prevention and control. We assess the
effectiveness of self-regulation, publicâ€“private partnerships, and public regulation
models of interaction with these industries and conclude that unhealthy commodity

industries should have no role in the formation of national or international NCD policy.
Despite the common reliance on industry self-regulation and publicâ€“private
partnerships, there is no evidence of their effectiveness or safety. Public regulation and
market intervention are the only evidence-based mechanisms to prevent harm caused by
the unhealthy commodity industries.
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