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Abstract
This article exp lores the role of Islam in the lives of Somali women in
Melbourne, Australia. It is derived from ethnograp hic research carried out
between Ap ril 2000 and August 2001 that focused on disp lacement,
resettlement, and the emotional well being of Somali refugee women. As
refugees, these women are dislocated from familiar life worlds in Somalia.
Yet Islam p rovides an enduring ‘home’ that is carried throughout
disp lacement and resettlement. Islam is articulated through women's use
and construction of sp ace, daily p ractices, forms of interaction, and modes
of thinking about their lives. Further, Islam offers a meaningful framework
of p ractice and ideology that sustains women during the hardship s of exile,
disp lacement and resettlement and in times of emotional distress.
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