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Abstract : T his is the second volume dealing with a survey conducted in 195

national sample of over 17000 births and an additional 7000 perinatal and lat
deaths. Additional data have been included and a more detailed analysis has
than in the preceding volume, and the results have been presented in 16 ch
authors in addition to the 2 editors have contributed individual chapters on p
aspects of perinatal mortality in which they have a special interest and know
T he data have been studied in considerable detail and the discussion has be
a readable and informative style. T his report will be a source of reference to
in this subject for some time but workers may find some difficulties in making
comparisons. T he data are sometimes illustrated by bar diagrams without th
which they were constructed. In some instances the diagrams are given in g
than the tables and the recovery of the actual numbers from the diagrams, a
becomes impossible. In the chapter on malformations the associated defects
of conditions are shown by small coloured oblongs. T his is an ingenious met
attempting to give a pictorial representation of a complex distribution but of
use since the recovery of the actual distributions for comparative purposes
tedious and uncertain.
T his report identifies the categories of high risk pregnancies and suggests t
steps that can be taken to minimize the risk in this group of mothers. T he ne
further work on many aspects of the problem and for the constant review o
perinatal mortality is stressed in order to check how the advances in practice
and the changes in administration of maternity services are affecting the infa
Everyone connected with maternal or child welfare will find this comprehens
the medical, obstetric, socio-economic and geographical problems interestin
thought-provoking. W. J. Martin.
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