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Plant-Animal Interactions Warren G. Abrahamson, ed. McGraw-Hill, New York,
1989. Ecology textbooks can discourage students, who at first are wide-eyed and
curious but quickly become bored and bowed under the weight of endless
literature citations, baffling concept graphs, and diagrams with far too many
arrows. This textbook for advanced undergraduate and beginning graduate
students is often exceptional in its ability to engage the reader without providing
too many examples and too little explanation. Much of the book is straightforward
natural history; some examples are even reminiscent of the gee-whiz accounts of
Carl Sagan and David Attenborough. And why not? Extraordinary organisms may
be used to teach a concept and at the same time foster a sense of wonder and
fascination with life. The book consists of the editor's overview of plant-animal
interactions followed by eight chapters on specific topics within the field by
scientists active in a representative range of specialties. The topics are pollination
biology; fruits, seeds, and dispersal agents; insect herbivory; mammalian
herbivory; ant-plant interactions; carnivorous plants; plant communities as
animal habitats; and plant-animal interactions in agricultural ecosystems.

Interdisciplinary authorship of textbooks is no longer unusual, but this approach
seems especially appropriate to this area of biology. For example, the ecology and
evolution of an arrowroot species discussed in chapter 1 involves insects playing
several roles in...
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